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HABITAT: EUPHYDRYAS EDITHA WRICGHTI 


Vernal pools are an interesting feature of the coastal mesas 
of Southern California. These pools form in shallow depressions 
which are underlain by an impervious layer, and are surrounded 
by low mounds of earth. These depressions fill with rainvvater 
in the vvinter and since there is no drainage, the vvater remains 
until it slowly evaporates in the spring. This novel habitat is 
ancient enough to have developed a unique flora and fauna. 
Among the plants is Plantago insularis, vvhich in pure stands 
resembles a lawn. This is the foodplant of Euphudryas editha 
torighti. 


This habitat is being rapidly destroyed as people crowd into 
the coastal areas. As a result this butterfly is becoming diffhcult 
to find in areas where it was abundant twenty years ago. Fortu- 
nately P. insularis is not confined entirely to vernal pools, since 
slovv drainage around the lovver edges of slabs of rocks, and 
perhaps other situations, also provide small areas vvhere this 
plant can grow in the foothills. Small colonies of serighti exist 
in some of these spots, hopefully at densities which will permit 
survival. (Fig. 1). 
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